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            Welcome to the Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology    

                                                                                                    
            Located at the University of California, Riverside     
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            Grad Slam 2024    

                                                                                                    
            Final Competition | April 8

Culver Center of the Arts    

                                                                                                    
                                          Learn More
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            Microbiology     

                                                                                                    
            Faculty in the department work on research areas such as Bacteriology, Microbial Pathogenesis, Environmental Microbiology and Ecology, Microbiome, Microbial Genomics and more.    
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            Citrus Research    

                                                                                                    
            With a disease such as Huanglongbing also known as citrus greening disease affecting trees in Florida and Calfornia, plant pathologists in the Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology are at the forefront in research to find a way to combat this disease.    
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            Show your support    

                                                                                                    
            Your generous gift helps support two graduate programs, an undergraduate major, and research in 22 laboratories.    

                                                                                                    
                                          Give to Microbiology and Plant Pathology 
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            Microbiology Graduate Program     
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            Plant Pathology Graduate Program    
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                    Message from the Chair:


Welcome to the Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology at the University of California, Riverside! Our departmental goals are to conduct research on the basic biology of plant pathogens and microbes, to develop methods for the management of microbial diseases of plants and other organisms, to provide a quality education to our students; and be a repository of expert advice on plant diseases and microbiology to the citizens of California and the world.



Our department has its roots in the Citrus Experiment Station, which was established in Riverside in 1905. Although the department has maintained strength in the study of diseases of citrus, the scope has expanded to include concentrations in numerous other plant diseases as well as many sub-disciplines of microbiology. Represented among our faculty are experts in the fields of genetics, genomics, bioinformatics, molecular biology, cell biology, biochemistry, ecology, evolutionary biology, and traditional aspects of disease control. Many faculty members have close interactions with industry representatives, advisors, and policy makers throughout California and worldwide. This is critical to applied research for identifying emerging and common plant diseases and microbes, and developing innovative management programs based on ecological and epidemiological approaches. 



On the following pages, I invite you to explore the research programs of our world-class faculty, our critical work in cooperative extension, and the graduate and undergraduate programs that we sponsor. - Katherine Borkovich
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Meet our Department Chair:


Dr. Howard Judelson is the chair of the department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology. His laboratory research focuses on the eukaryotic microbe Phytophthora infestans, which is responsible for the late blight diseases of tomato and potato His office can be located in Genomics 1234A and he can be reached by email at howard.judelson@ucr.edu.
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            October 26, 2023
    

                Graduate Student Invited Lectureship and Awards Ceremony 2022-2023



                
              The department of Microbiology & Plant Pathology (MPP) had the pleasure of hosting this year's Graduate Student Invited Lectureship and Awards Ceremony 2022-2023 on October 26, 2023, in the Genomics Auditorium & Lobby. This year's award recipients included: Benjamin Hoyt...
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            August 21, 2023
    

                Dr. Emma Gachomo Receives 2023 NSF CAREER Award



                
              Congratulations to Dr. Emma Gachomo on receiving a 2023 NSF CAREER Award! These prestigious awards are provided to "...early career faculty who demonstrate the potential to serve as academic role models and advance their organization's mission." Dr. Gachomo’s research will...
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                  [image: ]

  

    


    
                                    

                                
            August 03, 2023
    

                Dr. Hailing Jin's lab publishes article in Nature Communications 



                
              Congratulations to Dr. Jin whose lab has published an article in Nature Communications titled "Fungal small RNAs ride in extracellular vesicles to enter plant cells through clathrin-mediated endocytosis." Her research was recently highlighted on UC Riverside News examining recent discoveries...
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            July 03, 2023
    

                Collaboration Finds Link Between Consumption of Soybean Oil and Ulcerative Colitis



                
              In collaboration with other UC Riverside researchers, Drs. James Borneman and Poonamjot Deol, of the MPP department, have helped to discovered a link between high consumption of soybean oil and ulcerative colitis. These findings were recently published in the Gut...
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        PLPA 250 Seminar-Sola Awoyemi & Lida Halilovic
    

    
        November 09, 2023 @ 12:00 pm
    

        
        In person: Genomics Auditorium 1102A
    

        
        The Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology's weekly Plant Pathology 250 seminar series is presented this week by:

Sola Awoyemi, Plant Pathology Graduate Student, UC Riverside. 

Seminar Title: "Evaluation of Biological and Chemical Fungicide Efficacies in Controlling Carrot Cavity Spot Caused by Pythium species and…
    

    
      View Event »
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        PLPA 250 Seminar- Albert Nguyen & Chaydon O'Fallon
    

    
        November 02, 2023 @ 12:00 pm
    

        
        In person: Genomics Auditorium 1102A
    

        
        The Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology's weekly Plant Pathology 250 seminar series is presented this week by:

Albert Nguyen, Plant Pathology Graduate Student, UC Riverside. 

Seminar Title: "Historical and current landscape of demethylation inhibitor fungicides (DMIs) in agriculture and human health"

Biography:…
    

    
      View Event »
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        PLPA 250 Seminar- Nancy Her & Francisco Franco Navarro
    

    
        October 19, 2023 @ 12:00 pm
    

        
        In person: Genomics Auditorium 1102A
    

        
        The Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology's weekly Plant Pathology 250 seminar series is presented this week by:

Nancy Her, Plant Pathology Graduate Student, UC Riverside. 

Seminar Title: "Outer Membrane Vesicle Biogenesis and their Role in Plant Host Immunity"

Biography: Nancy is a fourth year PhD…
    

    
      View Event »
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        PLPA 250 Seminar- Achala KC
    

    
        October 12, 2023 @ 12:00 pm
    

        
        In person: Genomics Auditorium 1102A
    

        
        The Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology's weekly Plant Pathology 250 seminar series is presented this week by:

Achala KC, Associate Professor-Plant Pathology, Department of Botany and Plant Pathology, Oregon State University.

Seminar Title: “From Comice to Pinot: Challenges of a transitioning agriculture industry in…
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            In Grants and External Funding received from 2018-2020    
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            Riverside, CA 92521
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    Department of Microbiology and Plant Pathology 

    
                    Boyce Hall 1463
            
Riverside, CA 92521                         

    		 tel: (951) 827-3598
         alt tel: (951) 827-6746
                 email: lacey.grawe@ucr.edu        
alt email: brenda.cuevas@ucr.edu         
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